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ather Leo Dehon (1843-1925) was a great traveler. He traveled around the world. In his 
travel diaries, he describes places, cultures, encounters, and experiences of everything 
that happened along the way. Among all the places in his life, one in particular left a deep 

impression on him. It is an unpleasant place frequented by people of bad reputation. In Hebrew, 
it is called Golgotha, which means "place of the skull." We also know it as Calvary. Of course, it 
was not the beauty of the place that attracted Fr. Dehon, but what happened there: a story of 
extreme love, because human love has reached its highest expression there. Someone, out of 
love, gave his life: Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God. Hence, this is what Fr. Dehon said of this 
place: 

Calvary must be the most ordinary theme of our meditations. I must live more and more 

at the foot of the cross... 1 

As for every traveler, a guide is always useful. To reach Calvary, Fr. Dehon found the best one: the 
Gospel of St. John. Of all the evangelists (Matthew, Luke, Mark, and John), Fr. Dehon had a 
particular affection for St. John. For the evangelist St. John, Golgotha is not a place of sadness, 
but of life. It is there that Jesus defeats the evil of this world and opens up new hopes. He did so 
by giving his own life. Nothing could separate him from his love for the Father.  

This afternoon, I invite you to consider three people who help us understand what happened 
there: the evangelist St. John himself, who presents the events to us as good news; Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus, a witness in the front row; and finally, a disciple, one whom Jesus loved 
especially.   

1. The evangelist Saint John 
They will have a special a.ection for Saint John the Evangelist2 

Father Dehon considers this evangelist to be the one who best expresses the intimacy and 
feelings of Jesus. We could say that he was the one who best heard the heartbeat of Christ. He is 
often depicted as an eagle. He did not try to tell us everything about Jesus. Perhaps not even he 
knew everything. But we can say this about him: he knew how to listen attentively, he was able 
to see with a deep gaze, and he was passionate about transmitting what was truly important for 
the good of others: 

esus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
recorded in this book. These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name 
(Jn 20:30) 

What word, action, or encounter of Jesus do you remember that had a particular impact 

on you, on who you are today, and on your way of looking at life? 
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2. The Mother of Jesus 
She is the first to realize what others may need3 

In the scene at Calvary, the evangelist Saint John says that Mary was present. The mother is 
always close to her son. And yes, as from the first time the evangelists tell us about her, she 
remains attentive to see how she can commit herself to God's plan. She did so when, in 
Nazareth, she accepted God's invitation to collaborate in the most beautiful project of life, 
friendship, and reparation that had ever happened: the Incarnation of Jesus.  

Mary responded with a "yes" because she understood that in this world, today as yesterday, there 
is a greater need for love than hatred, for open hands than clenched fists, for "yes" than "no." 
She believed this and lived it throughout her life as a wife, mother, sister, friend, and disciple. In 
the end, her Son ended up calling her, "Woman!" This word is a total compliment, a grateful and 
beautiful recognition of Mary, because she knew how to be fully human and knew how to be a 
faithful collaborator with God. Woman, not angel or demigoddess. Woman of faith, ready to 
"leave home" and set out on the road as many times as necessary: 

hen Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he 
said to her, "Woman, here is your son." Then he said to the disciple, "Here is 

your mother." And from that hour the disciple took her into his home (Jn 19:25-
27) 

What does Mary's willingness and attentiveness to others say to you? How does that 

apply to you? 

 

3. The beloved disciple 
He is the one who could say, ‘We have come to know the love of 
God and have believed in him’ (1 Jn 4:16)4 

For some, this disciple is the evangelist Saint John himself. But it could also be a different person. 
In any case, the Gospel does not mention his name. He is described as a disciple and beloved. 
He shared the most intense moments of Jesus' life: 

- at the Last Supper: reclining near Jesus; at Peter's request, he asked about the traitor.  
- At Golgotha: Jesus wants Mary to take him as her son; the disciple has a house and opens 

it to the Mother of the Lord. 
- At the Sea of Tiberias (also known as the Sea of Galilee): he follows the risen Jesus.  

He found his hope in Jesus. The disciple was not discouraged when he saw him "fail" on the cross, 
nor when he contemplated his side pierced by a spear. Despite such violence, the disciple was 
not seduced or frightened by the power of the Romans or by the religious intolerance of many of 
his contemporaries. He knew how to discern and think clearly. Moreover, he did not shut himself 
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off, but kept his home open to welcome Mary, without fear of the consequences. He is also said 
to have been an honest witness and writer. He was a true "influencer" following Jesus in the 
service of Life. 

hen Peter saw him [the beloved disciple], he asked Jesus, "Lord, what about 
him?" Jesus replied, "If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to 

you? You follow me" (Jn 21:21-22) 

From the perspective of the beloved disciple, how do you live the difficult moments you 

have to face? In this regard, do you have or are you an influencer when it comes to 

making decisions? 

 

To conclude 
Today, following one of the Gospels, we have come together to one of the most important places 
for Dehon. We stood at the foot of the cross to contemplate the love of Jesus with St. John, Mary, 
and the beloved disciple. But there are other places where Fr. Dehon discovered God's love in an 
intense way, for example, and above all, in the Eucharist.  

Like someone who had discovered a great treasure, Fr. Dehon felt the joy of proclaiming and 
sharing the love of God that he discovered in the life of Jesus. That is why he was a missionary. 
With passion he brought this love to the world of work, to factories, to young people, to schools, 
to families, to distant places, and to so many situations that needed to be repaired with mercy 
and forgiveness... 

In these days (July 28), Pope Leo XIV said to a group of young people: "May the Jubilee not be just 
for keeping memories in photos, but for bringing the Good News of Christ home and making 
everyone you meet see the face of Christ." 

Now, it is our time. It is up to us to be missionaries and witnesses of that love that we are invited 
to know and savor every day. That is the love we recognize in the Heart of Jesus, the Heart that 
unites us: 

"In Bethlehem, in Nazareth, on Golgotha, in heaven, in the 
tabernacle, we always find the same Heart, always the same 

love, and it is this Heart that creates unity"5. 
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