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Ambience setting up 
It is suggested to create a prayerful atmosphere, with dim lighting and candles. The vigil is 
divided in three moments; at the beginning of each of them some symbol may be introduced to 
facilitate prayer, such as a picture of Father Dehon in the first moment, an image of the globe in 
the second moment, and an image of the Sacred Heart in the third moment. If appropriate, 
meditative chants can also be used during moments of silent adoration.. 
 
OPENING MONITION 
(L) Brothers and sisters, welcome to this Prayer Vigil, in which we 

commemorate the birth of our Founder, Father Leo Dehon as we 
celebrate with gratitude our Dehonian Jubilee. We gather before 
the Lord to remember, with faith and a spirit of reparation, the 
missionary zeal which sprang from the Heart of Christ and marked 
the entire life of Father Dehon. 

In this vigil, we are invited to let the motto that inspired our 
Founder and shaped our spirituality resonate within us: “Adveniat 
Regnum Tuum — Thy Kingdom come.” This is a prayer that 
resounds throughout the Congregation’s history and continues to 
sustain our mission in the world: to make the Heart of Jesus the 
source of renewal for people and societies. 

May this vigil be a time of deep listening, fruitful silence, a return 
to our origins, and openness to the Holy Spirit. In recalling the first 
steps of the Congregation, especially the mission in Ecuador, we 
recognize that we too are called to be witnesses to the primacy of 
the Kingdom (Cst 10-15), servants of reparation and missionaries 
of love in our time. 

Let us begin this vigil with open hearts, entrusting to the Lord our 
community, our Congregation and the life of each one, in harmony 
with our confreres and the brothers and sisters of the Dehonian 
Family who are gathered in Quito these days for the jubilee 
celebrations of our Congregation. May this evening prayer rekindle 
in us a creative fidelity to the charism given by God to Father 
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Dehon, so that we can say with truth and renewed fervor: Adveniat 
Regnum Tuum. 

(chant) 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  

Hymn (Thesaurus precum) 

O Heart, you who deserve, 
in a cloud of incense and prayers, 
bended knees to adore and to serve: 
 
May your glory be recognized,  
and your name be sanctified, 
to the most hidden land. 
 
Heart of Jesus, like a stream 
full of sweetness to convene 
joyful souls in your heavenly Reign: 
 
May it come to us, we pray, 
your Kingdom of love and grace 
let your justice be now displayed. 
 
Heart whose eternal will   
is a yoke of gentleness, 
may your precepts be fulfilled: 
 
Let us bear on earth your love 
like your saints on heaven above 
nothing better can we pursue. 
 

(Time for silent adoration) 
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I. FIRST MOMENT 
Witnesses to the primacy of the Kingdom 

Biblical Reading (Col 1,15-20) 

(L) From the Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians: 
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 
for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He 
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He 
is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place 
in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through 
the blood of his cross.” 

 

(Brief silent pause) 

 
Text for meditation 
(L) Gathered before the Lord in this time of jubilee let us welcome into 

our hearts the cry that springs from the Gospel and the Dehonian 
charism: “Adveniat Regnum Tuum — Your Kingdom come.” Today, 
recalling the birth of Father Dehon, let us allow his spiritual 
intuition to rekindle in us the longing for the Kingdom which Christ 
came to announce. 
Our Constitutions affirm that Christ’s mission consists in 
revealing God’s love and announcing the Kingdom (cf. Cst 10). This 
announcement is not made by his words alone; it is also through 
the gift of his life, as a reparative offering to the Father for 
humanity, and hope beyond all human expectations. As we 
meditate on the primacy of the Kingdom, we are invited to see that 
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our vocation is not only to follow Jesus, but to allow “Christ to live 
in us” (cf. Gal 2:20; Cst 2), as our Founder insistently repeated. 
May this, therefore, be a moment of spiritual openness. Faced 
with the mystery of Christ, the New Man, we recognize that it is 
first and foremost in the Person of Jesus that the Kingdom of God 
is already at work (cf. Cst 11). May this truth become a light for our 
journey. 
In our silent prayer, let us present to the Lord our lives, our 
communities, our apostolic service. Let us ask for the grace to be, 
as the Constitutions say, “witnesses to the primacy of the 
Kingdom” (Cst 13), people whose entire existence points to the 
Heart of Christ. 
May we be renewed in this celebration in the task of making our 
lives a “prophetic witness” (Cst 39). May the Kingdom of the Heart 
of Jesus transform our relationships, our choices, and our 
mission. 

 

(Brief silent pause) 

 
Lord, open our hearts to your Kingdom.  
May this prayer make us vigilant,  
attentive to the signs of your presence.  
As Father Dehon desired,  
let us be a humble sign of your love  
and presence in the world.  
We ask you, Lord:  
make us servants of the Kingdom  
which you inaugurated through your Cross and Resurrection.  
Adveniat Regnum Tuum.  
Lord, may your Kingdom come.  
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PSALM 110 (109) 

The Lord's revelation to my Master: 
"Sit on my right: 
your foes I will put beneath your feet." 
 
The Lord will wield from Zion 
your scepter of power: 
rule in the midst of all your foes. 
 
A prince from the day of your birth 
on the holy mountains; 
from the womb before the dawn I begot you. 
 
The Lord has sworn an oath he will not change. 
“You are a priest for ever, 
a priest like Melchizedeck of old.” 
 
The Master standing at your right hand 
will shatter kings in the day of his wrath. 
He shall drink from the stream by the wayside 
and therefore he shall lift up his head. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  
Amen. 

 

(Time for silent adoration) 
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II. SECOND MOMENT 
The Kingdom of the Heart of Jesus in societies 

Biblical Reading (Rom 14,17-19)  

(L) From the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans: 
“For the kingdom of God is not a matter of food and drink, but of 
righteousness, peace, and joy in the holy Spirit; whoever serves 
Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by others. Let 
us then pursue what leads to peace and to building up one 
another”. 

 

(Brief silent pause) 

 
Text for meditation 
(L) In this community celebration, let us turn our gaze to history, to 

recognize how the Lord guides the Congregation and, through it, 
advances the Kingdom of the Heart of Jesus in souls and societies. 
In 1888, moved by ardent missionary zeal, Father Dehon noted in 
his Diary: “Today I sent my request to Rome to obtain a distant 
mission. This date will undoubtedly be the beginning of something 
great” (NQT 4/100). 
In the simplicity of this phrase, we feel echoing the profound 
desire that always marked the Founder's life: to collaborate so 
that the Kingdom of the Heart of Jesus may reach all peoples. As 
we celebrate the Dehonian jubilee, we too join this history which 
began to unfold with the first steps of the mission in Ecuador. 
That country, consecrated to the Sacred Heart, welcomed the first 
missionaries sent by Father Dehon. They hoped to establish in 
Quito, as a public sign of Christ’s love, the Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart. In the letter sent to Father Matovelle on August 20, 1888, 
Father Dehon confirmed his decision with these words: “We want 
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to work with you for the kingdom of the Heart of Jesus, especially 
in the sacred tribe and in civil society” (1LD 50107). 
On November 10, 1888, at the port of Saint-Nazaire, Father Dehon 
bid farewell to his missionaries, sending them to the “Republic of 
the Sacred Heart” (NQT 4/302-303), as he called Ecuador. There 
began a chapter of dedication, faith, and trust in the work of God. 
On this vigil, let us give thanks for this history that sustains us. Let 
us ask that the missionary spirit of Father Dehon, born from his 
profound union with the Heart of Christ, rekindle in us a desire to 
serve. May our lives, like that of our Founder, quietly build the 
Kingdom in souls and in societies. 
 

(Brief silent pause) 

 
Lord, may the same missionary zeal  
that moved Father Dehon  
move our hearts as well.  
May we recognize  
that mission is born from reparation to Your Heart  
and extends into fraternity, justice,  
and concrete solidarity.  
Make us collaborators in this history.  
Give us a willing heart,  
able to recognize where the Kingdom  
needs to be proclaimed and served.  
Adveniat Regnum Tuum.  
Establish among us the Kingdom of Your Heart.  
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PSALM 40 (39) 

 
I waited, I waited for the Lord 
and he stooped down to me; he heard my cry. 
He drew me from the deadly pit, 
from the miry clay. 
 
He set my feet upon a rock 
and made my footsteps firm. 
He put a new song into my mouth, 
a praise of our God. 
 
Many shall see and fear 
and shall trust in the Lord. 
Happy the man who has placed his trust in the Lord 
and has not gone over to the rebels who follow false gods. 
 
How many, O Lord my God, are the wonders  
and designs that you have worked for us; 
you have no equal. 
 Should I proclaim and speak of them, 
 they are more than I can tell! 
 
You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings, 
but an open ear. 
You do not ask for holocaust and victim. 
Instead, here am I. 
 
In the scroll of the book it stands written 
that I should do your will. 
My God, I delight in your law 
in the depth of my heart. 



11 

 
Your justice I have proclaimed 
in the great assembly. 
My lips I have not sealed; you know it, O Lord. 
 
I have not hidden your justice in my heart 
but declared your faithful help. 
I have not hidden your love and your truth 
from the great assembly. 
 
O Lord, you will not withhold your compassion from me. 
Your merciful love and your truth will always guard me. 
For I am beset with evils, too many to be counted. 
My sins have fallen upon me  
and my sight fails me. 
 
They are more than the hairs of my head 
and my heart sinks. 
O Lord, come to my rescue; Lord, come to my aid. 
O let there be shame and confusion  
on those who seek my life. 
 
O let there be rejoicing and gladness 
for all who seek you. 
Let them ever say: The Lord is great, 
who love your saving help. 
 
As for me, wretched and poor, 
the Lord thinks of me. 
You are my rescuer, my help, 
O God, do not delay! 
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Glory to the Father,  
and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning,  
is now, and will be for ever.  
Amen. 

 

 

(Time for silent adoration) 
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III. THIRD MOMENT 
Our mission at the service of the Kingdom 

Biblical Reading (1Jn 4,7-12) 

(L) From the First Letter of Saint John: 
“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does 
not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 
also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we 
love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us”. 

 

(Brief silent pause) 

 
Text for meditation 
(L) Neste In this moment of prayerful vigil, let us heed the insistent 

call that Pope Francis addressed to the Church in his encyclical 
Dilexit nos. In fact, the love we contemplate in the Heart of Christ 
must become mission. Let us allow ourselves to be questioned: 
“Would it please the heart that so loved us, if we were to bask in a 
private religious experience while ignoring its implications for the 
society in which we live?” (Dilexit nos, 205). 
Devotion to the Heart of Jesus has always been linked to the 
building of the Kingdom in souls and societies. Many times, our 
Founder insisted that we cannot separate contemplation from 
action, spirituality from commitment. As the encyclical affirms: 
“The flames of love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus also expand 
through the Church’s missionary outreach” (Dilexit nos, 207). 
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In this celebration, let us allow these words to provoke us 
inwardly. We are called to be “missionaries in love” (cf. Dilexit nos, 
209), to allow the Love we receive from the Heart of Christ to 
become service, a concrete gesture, a transformative closeness. 
Our mission must, first and foremost, be to promote “a joyful 
encounter with the love of Christ who embraces us and saves us” 
(Dilexit nos, 208). 
Therefore, in the Lord’s presence, let us renew our purpose to live 
the “Adveniat Regnum Tuum” not only as a supplication, but as a 
daily commitment and mission. May his Kingdom come through 
our word and presence, our compassion and courage, our life 
offered in union with the pierced Heart. 

 
(Brief silent pause) 

 
Lord, on this evening  
consecrated to the memory of Father Dehon’s birth,  
renew in us the gift of mission.  
May your Church find in us, Dehonians,  
humble servants of your Kingdom;  
may the world perceive, through our lives,  
that your Heart still beats among us.  
Adveniat Regnum Tuum.  
Lord, send us as servants of your Kingdom. 
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CANTICLE (Eph 1,3-10) 

Praised be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has bestowed on us in Christ 
every spiritual blessing in the heavens. 
 
(R. Praise to you, our Father,  
who blessed us in Christ!) 
 
God chose us in him 
before the world began to be holy 
and blameless in his sight.  
 
(R. Praise to you, our Father,  
who blessed us in Christ!) 
 
He predestined us 
to be his adopted sons through Jesus Christ, 
such was his will and pleasure, 
that all might praise the glorious favor 
he has bestowed on us in his beloved.  
 
(R. Praise to you, our Father,  
who blessed us in Christ!) 
 
In him and through his blood, we have been redeemed, 
and our sins forgiven, 
so immeasurably generous 
is God’s favor to us.  
 
(R. Praise to you, our Father,  
who blessed us in Christ!) 
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God has given us the wisdom 
to understand fully the mystery, 
the plan he was pleased 
to decree in Christ.  
 
(R. Praise to you, our Father,  
who blessed us in Christ!) 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now,  
and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
(R. Praise to you, our Father,  
who blessed us in Christ!) 

 

 

((Time for silent adoration) 

 
 

PRAYER OF PETITION 

Brothers and sisters, enlightened by the Heart of Jesus and sustained 
by the witness of Father Dehon, let us direct our prayers to the Father, 
crying out: 

R/. May your Kingdom come. 

 
1.  That the Church, illumined by the Heart of Christ, may always 

live out its mission as a humble, reparative, and fraternal 
service, being a sign of the Kingdom among the peoples. We 
pray to the Lord: 

R/. May your Kingdom come. 
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2. For our entire Congregation as we celebrate our Dehonian 
jubilee. May the Holy Spirit renew in each one of us the fervor 
of our first call, and foster in our communities the desire to live 
and witness to the primacy of the Kingdom. We pray to the 
Lord: 

R/. May your Kingdom come. 

 
3. For the places where the Congregation has been sent, 

especially Ecuador where our first mission was established, let 
us pray that the Kingdom of the Heart of Jesus may continue to 
flourish in souls and societies through service, justice, and 
solidarity. We pray to the Lord: 

R/. May your Kingdom come. 

 

4. That the Lord may awaken new priestly, religious, and lay 
vocations inspired by the Dehonian charism, to be in the 
Church “missionaries of love,” bearers of compassion and 
hope. We pray to the Lord: 

R/. May your Kingdom come. 

 
5. For our community gathered in this vigil, that this evening prayer 

may rekindle in us the love for the Heart of Christ, strengthen 
our fraternal bonds, and make us vigilant servants of the 
Kingdom in our local context. We pray to the Lord: 

R/. May your Kingdom come. 

 

(Other petitions may be added according to the local context...) 

OUR FATHER 

Let us conclude our supplications to the Lord, crying out for the coming 
of His Kingdom, as He taught us to pray: Our Father… 
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CLOSING PARYER 
(Prayer for the Dehonian Jubilee) 
 

Jesus, 
your heart, opened on the cross, 
is the great sacrament of God’s love for the world. 
 
Grounded in the faith experience of your servant, 
Leo John Dehon, 
we celebrate this joyous time of jubilee. 
We recall his devotion to your heart 
and his commitment to social action. 
 
Merciful Savior, as the Dehonian family, 
we wish to join in your oblation to the Father 
so may you always live in us. 
 
With the intercession of Mary, your blessed mother, 
we ask for the grace to bring  
our Founder’s devotion and action 
into new times and places. 
 
Lord Jesus, hear our prayer: 
make our time of jubilee an ever-new sign  
of God’s infinite love in the heart of the world. 
Amen. 

 
(Hymn before the blessing) 

(Blessed of the Sacrament benediction) 

(Jubilee Hymn) 
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