
BLESSED JUAN MARIA DE LA CRUZ 
PRIEST AND MARTYR 

 
September 22 

Memorial 
 
 

Biographical profile 
 

Born in San Esteban de los Patos (Ávila, Spain), on  September 25, 1891, in a peasant family simple and 
rich in Christian virtues, he was given the name Mariano. Already as a child he felt the call to follow Christ as 
a priest and became a diocesan parish priest. Entering the Priests of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, he took the 
religious name Juan Maria de la Cruz, by which he became known. Full of apostolic zeal, he dedicated much 
of his ministry to the Apostolic School in Puente la Reina, and was also a vocation promoter. The Spanish 
revolution of 1936 led him to testify to his faith and to declare his priestly state in the face of the burning of 
Saint John Church in Valencia. After a month in prison, where he ministered among his fellow prisoners, he 
was martyred in Silla (Valencia) on August 23, 1936. He was beatified by Pope John Paul II on March 11, 
2001. He is patron of Dehonian vocations.  
 

 
 
 

Liturgy 
 

BLESSED JUAN MARIA DE LA CRUZ – SCJ Memorial 
 

Red  

 

Eucharist 

MISSAL: Common of martyrs (for one martyr) outside the Easter season, except the collect, which 
is proper to the Memorial 
LECTIONARY; mass of the day or proper of the memorial 
1st Reading: Rev 12: 10-12 or Rom 5: 1-5 
Psalm 33: 2-3, 4-5, 6-7. 8-9 (R.: 5b). The Lord delivered me from all my fears. 
Gospel: Mt 10: 17-22 
 
 

Liturgy of the hours: Common of martyrs (for one martyr), except the prayer, which is replaced with the 

collect from the Mass. In the office of readings, the second reading and short responsory are proper to the 

memorial. 

 

  



Eucharist  
 

 
RITE OF WELCOMING THE RELICS  
 
At the time the relics arrive in the church a brief rite of welcome may be used 

 
 

ENTRANCE PROCESSION 
 
The reliquary is introduced in procession while a suitable song is performed. 
 
PLACING OF THE RELIQUARY 
 
The reliquary with the relic is placed beside the altar or in another suitable place. 
 
INCENSING  
 
The reliquary may be incensed while singing a psalm, hymn in honor of the blessed, the 
entrance antiphon or another suitable song. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Entrance Antiphon 
 

This holy man fought to the death for the law of his God and did not fear the words of the godless, for he was 
built on solid rock. 
 

 
COLLECT (proper to the Memorial) 
 
Almighty and eternal God, 
who in the martyrdom of the priest Blessed Juan Maria de la Cruz 
has given your Church an example of strength, 
grant us through his intercession that, 
promoting reconciliation between people, 
in an oblation of the heart, 
we may consecrate ourselves to you for our sisters and brothers. 
Through our Lord . . .  
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Mass readings (Common of Martyrs) 
 
 

FIRST READING 
 

The judgment of God 
 
 
From the book of Revelation        12, 10-12a 

 
I, John, heard a loud voice in heaven say: 

“Now have salvation and power come, 
and the kingdom of our God 
and the authority of his Anointed. 
For the accuser of our brothers is cast out, 
who accuses them before our God day and night. 
 
They conquered him by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony; 
love for life did not deter them from death. 
 
Therefore, rejoice, you heavens, 
and you who dwell in them”. 

 
The word of the Lord. 

 
 
Or:  

We even boast of our afflictions 
 
From the letter of Saint Paul the Apostle to the Romans     5, 1-5. 

 
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access [by faith] to this 
grace in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God.  

Not only that, but we even boast of our afflictions, knowing that affliction 
produces endurance, and endurance, proven character, and proven character, hope, and 
hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts 
through the holy Spirit that has been given to us.  
 

The word of the Lord. 
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Responsorial psalm 
Psalm 33, 2-3. 4-5. 6-7. 8-9 (R.: 5b) 

 
 
R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears. 

 
I will bless the Lord at all times; 
his praise shall be always in my mouth.  
My soul will glory in the Lord; 
let the poor hear and be glad. R. 
 
Magnify the Lord with me; 
and let us exalt his name together. 
I sought the Lord, and he answered me, 
delivered me from all my fears. R. 
 
Look to him and be radiant, 
and your faces may not blush for shame. 
This poor one cried out and the Lord heard, 
and from all his distress he saved him. R. 
 
The angel of the Lord encamps 
around those who fear him, and he saves them.  
Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
blessed is the stalwart one who takes refuge in him. R. 
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Alleluia 
Jn 17, 19 

 
 “I consecrate myself for them, so that they also may be consecrated in truth” – says the 
Lord. 
 

 
GOSPEL 

 
For it will not be you who speak  

but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.  
 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew    10, 17-22 

 
At that time, Jesus said to his apostles: 

  
“But beware of people, for they will hand you over to courts and scourge you 

in their synagogues, and you will be led before governors and kings for my sake as a 
witness before them and the pagans.  

When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what 
you are to say. You will be given at that moment what you are to say. For it will not 
be you who speak but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.  

Brother will hand over brother to death, and the father his child; children will 
rise up against parents and have them put to death. You will be hated by all because of 
my name, but whoever endures to the end will be saved”. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
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UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
 
If the grain of wheat, fallen to the ground, dies, it produces much fruit. With the intercession 
of the Blessed martyr Juan Maria de la Cruz, we turn to the Lord our prayer, saying together: 
Comfort your people, Lord. 
 
— That with the help and intercession of the blessed martyr, the Church of Christ illuminates the 
world with the witness of faith and walks confidently towards the heavenly Jerusalem. Let us pray: 
 
— That persecuted Christians throughout the world, supported by the prayers of the whole Church, 
have the strength to remain faithful to Christ crucified. Let us pray: 
 
— That our religious community may arouse new Dehonian vocations and in it the faith in the death 
and resurrection of Christ, which gives meaning to every event in human history, will always be alive. 
Let us pray:  
 
— That the persecutors of the Church do not resist the grace of Christ and, welcome the beneficial 
force of truth by rejecting all violence. Let us pray: 
 
— Because we know how to patiently deal with all suffering and persecution because of the gospel, 
confident in the joy promised by Christ. Let us pray: 
 
 
O God, prize and crown of the martyrs, who wanted to save the world through the sacrifice 
of Christ your Son, help us to imitate him in the gift of our life in favour of our sisters and 
brothers. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OVER THE OFFERINGS (Common of Martyrs. For one martyr) 
 
Sanctify our offerings by your blessing,  
O Lord, we pray, 
and by your grace may we be set afire 
with that flame of your love 
through which Blessed Juan Maria de la Cruz 
overcame every bodily torment. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
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PREFACE I OF HOLY MARTYRS  
 

The sign and example of martyrdom 
 
 

V./ The Lord be with you.  
R./ And with your spirit. 
 

V./ Lift up your hearts. 
R./ We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
V./ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
R./ It is right and just. 
 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
 
For the blood of your Blessed Martyr Juan Maria de la Cruz, 
poured out like Christ’s to glorify your name, 
shows forth your marvellous works, 
by which in our weakness you perfect your power 
and on the feeble bestow strength to bear you witness, 
through Christ our Lord. 
 
And so, with the Powers of heaven, 
we worship you constantly on earth, 
and before your majesty 
without end we acclaim: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts . . . 
 
 
Communion Antiphon         Mt 16,24 
 
«Whoever wishes to come after me, must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me», says the Lord. 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Common of Martyrs. For one martyr) 
 
May the sacred mysteries of which we have partaken, 
O Lord, we pray, 
give us that determination which made your Blessed Martyr Juan Maria de la Cruz 
faithful in your service 
and victorious in suffering. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
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SOLEMN BLESSING 
 
May God our Father, 
who brought us together to celebrate today 
the memory of Blessed Juan Maria de la Cruz, 
patron of Dehonian vocations, 
bless you and protect you, 
and confirm you in his peace. 
R/. Amen. 
 
May Christ the Lord, 
who manifested in in the martyr  
Juan Maria de la Cruz, 
the renewing force of Easter, 
make you authentic witnesses of his Gospel. 
R/. Amen. 
 
May the Holy Spirit, 
who in Blessed Juan Maria de la Cruz 
offered us a sign of Christian charity, 
make you capable of implementing 
a true communion of faith and love 
in his Church. 
R/. Amen. 
 
And may the blessing of Almighty God, 
Father and Son † and Holy Spirit, 
descend upon you, and remain with you always. 
R/. Amen. 
 
 
 
VENERATION OF THE RELIC 
 
The president, another minister, or the leader, introduces the rite with these or similar words: 
 
The gesture we celebrate by venerating the relic of Blessed Juan Maria de la Cruz, first of all 
gives glory to God, source of all holiness. By offering the relics of the saints and blessed to 
the devout attention of the faithful, Mother Church intends to present those who were guided 
by the Holy Spirit and followed Jesus in life and in death as our models and intercessors. By 
raising our gaze to the heavenly city we can see the way by which the saints came to perfect 
union with Christ. They are friends and heirs of the Lord Jesus, our models and patrons. They 
love us, they help us, and they intercede for us, by virtue of the mysterious bond of 
communion between the members of the pilgrim Church in the world and those who have 
already entered the heavenly Jerusalem. 
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INCENSING 
 
The relic is incensed while a psalm or hymn or another suitable song is sung in honour of the blessed. The veneration of the faithful 
begins immediately. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING PRAYER THANKS 
 
God, source of all grace and holiness, 
look with love upon your faithful who have venerated this relic 
of Blessed Juan Maria de la Cruz, 
friend and heir of Christ, faithful martyr of the Gospel: 
May all experience the effectiveness of his intercession 
at the throne of your glory. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
V. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life. 
R. Thanks be to God. 
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Office of Readings  
 
 
SECOND READING (proper to the memorial)  
 
From the writings of Blessed Juan Maria de la Cruz, priest   
(Notes from the spiritual exercises, Rome 1927) 
 

Reparation 
 

If the Heart of Jesus is the object of pleasure for the Father, how can it not also be the 
favorited object of pleasure of this poor priest of yours? Yes, my soul, rejoice in the Lord..., 
rejoice in the most sacred Heart of Jesus! 

Sin produces two great evils: one that we could call divine and the other human: to the 
holiness of God and souls. It is proper for the reparatory priest of the Sacred Heart of Jesus to 
attend to these two reparations: one that can be called divine and the other human. Now the 
soul that habitually exercises loving pleasure in the holy presence of God, considering our 
Lord in his divinity by essence, presence and power, both by considering him, and by adoring 
him in the depths of himself as in his temple by means of grace, or by visiting him in the 
Blessed Sacrament, and pleasing himself with immense joy, in imitation of Saint. Teresa, in 
her sacrosanct humanity, united with his divinity, in his childhood or in his hidden life, in his 
public life, in his Passion, in his glorious Resurrection and Ascension, etc... Isn’t it true that 
this habitual pleasure in our Lord is a great consolation, an excellent reparation to this most 
kindly Lord who has said: “My delight is to be with the children of men”, and yet most of 
them turn their backs on him, due to lack of faith, indifference, forgetfulness. 

And if a soul loves God and takes pleasure in Him, it cannot help but love and be pleased 
with His living image, which is our neighbour, that is, souls. And from this love will follow, 
as a logical consequence, the zeal for the salvation of souls which is one of the most beloved 
interests of the Heart of Jesus. 

And working in the apostolic ministry, according to the direction of holy obedience, in 
missions, in schools, in evangelization, in the pulpit, in the confessional, in magazines or 
books, in Catholic social action, at the bedside of the sick, through the apostolate of prayer, 
he would not waste anything to work for the poor souls, removing them from sin and vice and 
directing them through the difficulties of perfection. It is the second part of reparation, i.e. 
human reparation. 
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Or: 
 
 
From the homilies of Saint John Paul II, pope 
(Homily in the ecumenical commemoration of the Witnesses to the faith of the 20th century in Rome, 7 May 
2000: AAS XCII, 2000, 677-681) 
 

The precious legacy of the witnesses of the faith 
 

Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit” (Jn 12:24). With these words on the eve of his Passion, Jesus foretells his 
glorification through his death. […] Gathered as we are at the Colosseum for this meaningful 
jubilee celebration, our coming together this evening is for all of us a source of great 
emotion.  […] These ancient remains remind us how true are the words of Tertullian who 
wrote: “sanguis martyrum semen christianorum” — the blood of the martyrs is the seed of 
new Christians (Apol., 50,13: CCL 1, 171).  

The experience of the martyrs and the witnesses to the faith is not a characteristic only of 
the Church’s beginnings but marks every epoch of her history. In the twentieth century, and 
maybe even more than in the first period of Christianity, there has been a vast number of men 
and women who bore witness to the faith through sufferings that were often heroic. How 
many Christians in the course of the twentieth century, on every continent, showed their love 
of Christ by the shedding of blood! They underwent forms of persecution both old and new, 
they experienced hatred and exclusion, violence and murder. Many countries of ancient 
Christian tradition once more became lands where fidelity to the Gospel demanded a very 
high price. In our century “the witness to Christ borne even to the shedding of blood has 
become a common inheritance of Catholics, Orthodox, Anglicans and Protestants” (Tertio 
Millennio Adveniente, 37). […] 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, the precious heritage which these courageous witnesses have 
passed down to us is a patrimony shared by all the Churches and Ecclesial Communities. It is 
a heritage which speaks more powerfully than all the causes of division. The ecumenism of 
the martyrs and the witnesses to the faith is the most convincing of all; to the Christians of 
the twenty-first century it shows the path to unity. It is the heritage of the Cross lived in the 
light of Easter: a heritage which enriches and sustains Christians as they go forward into the 
new millennium.  

Se ci vantiamo di questa eredità non è per spirito di parte e tanto meno per desiderio di 
rivalsa nei confronti dei persecutori, ma perché sia resa manifesta la straordinaria potenza di 
Dio, che ha continuato ad agire in ogni tempo e sotto ogni cielo. Lo facciamo, perdonando a 
nostra volta, sull’esempio dei tanti testimoni uccisi mentre pregavano per i loro persecutori. 

If we glory in this heritage it is not because of any partisan spirit and still less because of 
any desire for vengeance upon the persecutors, but in order to make manifest the extraordinary 
power of God, who has not ceased to act in every time and place. We do this as we ourselves 
offer pardon, faithful to the example of the countless witnesses killed even as they prayed for 
their persecutors. […] I pray to the Lord that the cloud of witnesses which surrounds us will 
help all of us who believe to express with no less courage our own love for Christ, for him 
who is ever alive in his Church: as he was yesterday, and is today, and will be tomorrow and 
for ever! 
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RESPONSORY (Ps 68, 10; 15, 5) 
 
V /. Zeal for your house consumes me. * You are my inheritance forever. 
V /. Praise and bless your Name among all the peoples. 
R /. You are my inheritance forever. 
 
 
 
PRAYER (proper to the Memorial) 
 
Almighty and eternal God, 
who in the martyrdom of the priest Blessed Juan Maria de la Cruz 
has given your Church an example of strength, 
grant us through his intercession that, 
promoting reconciliation between people, 
in an oblation of the heart, 
we may consecrate ourselves to you for our sisters and brothers. 
Through our Lord . . .  
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